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“Davos with jokes”
THE AUSTRALIAN 

“One of the oddest festivals anywhere, 
comedy with a pint and a point”

UK SUNDAY TIMES 

“An utterly bizzare idea but the public love it”
SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 

“Having a laugh despite the gloom”. 
“Comedians give permission to the audience 

to feel comfortable”
BBC

“A little jewel where players manage to talk 
human without being patronising”

THE IRISH TIMES 

“Having a laugh despite the gloom”
BBC WORLD SERVICE

“Lenny Bruce meets John Maynard Keynes”
BLOOMBERG 

“Wildly successful”
THE GUARDIAN

“I’ve been to lots of festivals and 
conferences, but Kilkenomics may be the 

best. More than that: it felt like democracy.” 
Simon Kuper, FINANCIAL TIMES columnist  

HERE’S A TASTE OF WHAT THE PRESS HAD TO SAY ABOUT KILKENOMICS:

Welcome to the sixth edition of Kilkenomics - Europe’s first economics festival - which 
brings together some of the world’s leading economists, financial analysts and media 

commentators with some of our funniest, sharpest standup comedians. We’ve been called 
“Davos with jokes” and we wouldn’t disagree with that assessment. 

The standups put the economists under the spotlight to talk through vital issues such as 
whether Ireland is on the cusp of a Golden Age, what mass migration means for Europe’s 
economy and what happens if the UK leaves the EU. We’re also talking climate change, 

Donald Trump, the economics of the media and even the economics of sex!

When we started this festival, the world was in the grips of what seemed an unprecedented 
economic crisis and we asked questions like “What the hell just happened?” Five years on 
the crisis doesn’t seem so unprecedented, our audiences are better informed than before 

but the questions still remain to be answered and we’ve got the best people available to do 
just that. Our informal, entertaining formats invite our audiences to engage and enjoy. 

As we like to say: it’s serious, but it’s fun too!

Jump into Kilkenomics now and engage with as many shows as possible, equip yourself with 
the information and insight we hope can help us all make smart choices for our futures, 

inform and entertain yourselves.



1.  Cleere’s             2.  3.  Pembroke             4.  Set Theatre             5.  The Hole in the Wall

Ok so you have your tickets, the travel and accommodation are sorted. Well done.
Now for the important part! Getting to the show.

WE’D LIKE TO THANK ALL SPONSORS FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF THE FESTIVAL IN 2015

2015

Cleere’s Theatre Bar

The Kilkenny Pembroke Hotel

The Hole in the Wall

The Set Theatre

The Ormonde Hotel (Kilbride Suite) (Kings Suite)

Brewery Corner

Kilkenny Court House

Watergate Theatre

St. Canices Cathedral
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BOOKING DETAILS
Box Office: 14 John St., Kilkenny
Tel: 056 776 3837
Online booking now at WWW.KILKENOMICS.COM

HAVE
YOUR
SAY: 
pitch into #kilkenomics 

for the latest festival 

shenanigans!

VENUE DETAILS

FESTIVAL TEAM
Founder Directors: Richard Cook and David McWilliams
Programme Director: Naoise Nunn
Production Manager: Michael Burke
Box Office Manager: Lilian Burke
Festival Manager: Miriam Dunne
Volunteers Manager: Tommie Ryan
Festival Administration: Margaret-Mary Murphy
Public Relations: Alma Feeley at Midas PR
Design: John Cleere at Red Lemonade
Box Office Team: Garret Brennan, Celine Reilly, Claire McDonald, Ruairi Hogan

Special thanks to Colm O’Regan and Dermot Whelan for programme input.
 
Programme subject to change; correct at time of going to print.
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PETER ANTONIONI
is a Kilkenomics regular and co-author 
of Economics for Dummies. He was 
educated at Pembroke College, Oxford 
and Birkbeck College, London. 
He is currently lecturer in management 
at University College, London. Peter’s 
research interests are diverse and 
include the football transfer market, 
the process of enterprise in technology 
markets and the techniques and 
practice of the arcane field of long-range 
scenario planning.

 Follow Peter @guerillaecon 

DES BISHOP
spent more than two years in China and 
developed a hugely successful TV series 
(‘Made In China’) and live show from his 
experience. His new show is called ‘Grey 
Matters’ and will tour Ireland into 2016. 
His other entertainment documentaries 
include Joy in the Hood and In the Name 
of the Fada also for RTÉ television.

 Follow Des @Desbishop

JUNE CARBONE
is the Robina Chair in Law, Science 
and Technology at the University of 
Minnesota. She was professor at Santa 
Clara University School of Law and 
visiting scholar at Stanford University’s 
Institute for Research on Women and 
Gender. She writes on law and the 
family, marriage, divorce and domestic 
obligations. Her most recent books are 
Red Families v. Blue Families: Legal 
Polarization and the Creation of Culture, 
and Marriage Markets: How Inequality is 
Remaking the American Family. Both are 
co-authored with Naomi Cahn.

LOUISE COOPER
is a financial and economic commentator 
on television and radio and in the 
national press. She started her career 
at Goldman Sachs as a stockbroker 
and then became a business journalist, 
primarily on air at the BBC World Service 
Radio and was dubbed the Downturn 
Diva by the Daily Mail. In 2013 Louise set 
up CooperCity, a financial analysis and 
blogging firm. Louise has an in-depth 
financial knowledge and the great skill of 
making the complicated comprehensible.

 Follow Louise @Louiseaileen70

GEORGE COOPER
published his first book ‘The Origin of 
Financial Crises’ prior to the fall of Lehman 
Brothers. It explains how Central Bank 
monetary policy inadvertently helps cause 
financial crises. His book ‘Money, Blood and 
Revolution’ explains why economics is a 
failed science bu that it could become a true 
science one day, but only with a paradigm 
shift in our thinking. He has worked in the 
financial services industry for more than 
20 years and has been a long-time critic 
of excessive leverage and complexity in the 
financial system.

 Follow George @george_cooper_

BILL BLACK
is a Kilkenomics regular. He is an 
American lawyer, academic, best-selling 
author and former bank regulator. He 
is currently an associate professor of 
economics and law at the University 
of Missouri, Kansas City. Bill assisted 
Icelandic and French leaders responding 
to their fiscal crises and has testified to 
US Congress about the financial crisis, 
specifically on regulatory failures and 
the role of control fraud in the bubble 
and crisis.

 Follow Bill @williamkblack 



CONTRIBUTORS

MIKE DRIVER
started, built and sold M2 before co-
founding Convex Capital. Convex Capital 
helps entrepreneurs sell their businesses. 
Mike has sold 29 entrepreneur owned 
businesses mainly in the tech sector in 
the last four years with a collective value 
over $1 billion. Mike is an advocate for 
the role that real entrepreneurs can play 
in rejuvinating economies.

CAROLINE DANIEL
is editor of FT Weekend and consulting 
editor of FT Live. She was previously 
a researcher for Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Gordon Brown and a writer 
for the Economist and New Statesman, 
before joining the FT in 1999 to cover the 
technology boom and bust. She was the 
FT’s Washington correspondent between 
2005 and 2007.

 Follow Caroline @carolinefdaniel

DIANE COYLE
is a freelance economist and former 
advisor to the UK Treasury. She is 
acting chairman of the BBC Trust and 
was a member of the UK Competition 
Commission until its abolition this 
year. Diane is managing director of 
Enlightenment Economics, a consultancy 
that specialises in new technologies and 
globalisation. She’s also the author of 
several books including, most recently: 
GDP: A Brief but Affectionate History.

 Follow Diane @diane1859

 Follow Mike @mdvex

LARRY ELLIOTT
has been at the Guardian since 1988 and 
is the paper’s economics editor. He is the 
co-author of three books with Dan Atkinson 
- the Age of Insecurity in 1998; Fantasy 
Island, in 2007, which warned that Britain’s 
growth under New Labour was a debt-driven 
illusion; and The Gods That Failed in 2008, 
an analysis of the events and forces that 
brought the global financial system to the 
brink of collapse. Larry is a visiting fellow at 
Hertfordshire University, a council member 
of the Overseas Development Institute and 
an adviser to the Catalyst think tank and 
Red Pepper magazine.

HEINER FLASSBECK
was appointed honorary professor at the 
University of Hamburg in 2005. He worked 
at the Federal Ministry of Economics; as 
chief macroeconomist in the German 
Institute for Economic Research; and then 
Vice Minister at the Federal Ministry of 
Finance. He worked at UNCTAD as director of 
Globalisation and Development Strategies. 
Since 2013, he has been the director of 
Flassbeck Economics. Heiner authored and 
co-authored nine books on macroeconomic 
issues. His last book (with Costas 
Lapavitsas) is titled “Against the Troika”.

 Follow Heiner @flassbeckecon

PADDY CULLIVAN
 is a multi-disciplined NCAD Graduate 
who is at home on TV, radio, writing 
opinion pieces for the Evening Herald, 
sketches and songs for RTE Radio One’s 
‘Callan’s Kicks’, as an Awards presenter 
and MC on corporate events and a 
performing satirist and comedian on the 
Leviathan political cabarets, hosted by 
David McWilliams. He’s also lead singer 
of the Late Late Show House Band, the 
Camembert Quartet.

 Follow Paddy @paddycullivan
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LIAM HALLIGAN
is best known for his weekly Economics 
Agenda column inThe Sunday Telegraph, 
which has been recognized with a 
British Press Award. Since 2007, Liam 
has been Chief Economist at Prosperity 
Capital Management, which focuses on 
emerging markets and controls $4bn 
of investments for a wide range of 
institutional clients. He has also worked 
for The FT, The Economist and Channel 
4 News.

 Follow Liam @LiamHalligan

ROSS GOLDEN-BANNON
has been involved in the food industry for 
more than twenty years, either in a full or 
part-time capacity. He was the restaurant 
critic for The Sunday Business Post from 
2001 to 2014 and editor of FOOD & WINE 
Magazine from 2008 to 2013. He is a 
member of The Irish Food Writers’ Guild 
since 2008 and rapporteur of the Guild’s 
policy paper The Health of the Nation. 
Ross has also been a board member of 
Marriage Equality for the past ten years.

 Follow Ross @goldenshots

CONSTANTIN GURDGIEV
is a regular at Kilkenomics, Constantin 
lectures in finance at Trinity College, 
Dublin and UCD and is founding partner 
with IBRU Venture Capital Holdings Ltd. 
a start-up VC and incubation investment 
firm. In the past, he has served as 
head of research and a founding 
partner of St.Columbanus AG, head of 
macroeconomics with the Institute for 
Business Value, IBM and director of 
research with NCB Stockbrokers.

 Follow Constantin @@GTCost

MEGAN GREENE
is a managing director and chief 
economist at Manulife Asset 
Management, responsible for forecasting 
global macro-economic and financial 
trends and analyzing the potential 
opportunities and impacts to support 
the firm’s investment teams around 
the world. 

 Follow Megan @economistmeg 

KEVIN GILDEA
Kevin is an award-winning writer, 
comedian and actor. A regular reporter 
and critic on RTÉ’s arts show The 
Works, Gildea’s comedic style has 
been described as “highly original and 
explosive comedy” by The Sunday Times 
and “quirky”, “innovative”, “creative” 
and “pioneering” by the Guardian. 
His own short film No! No! No! was 
shortlisted for an IFTA. He even made 
an appearance on Father Ted back in 
the day.

PETER FRANKOPAN
is an historian at Oxford University, 
where he is Senior Research Fellow at 
Worcester College, Oxford and Director 
of the Oxford Centre for Byzantine 
Research. He works on the history of 
the Mediterranean, the Balkans, the 
Caucasus, Russia and on relations 
between Christianity and Islam. Peter’s 
new book, The Silk Roads: A New History 
of the World, is ‘a book of dazzling range, 
ambition and achievement’ 
(William Dalrymple).

 Follow Peter @peterfrankopan



CONTRIBUTORS

STACY HERBERT
is co-host with husband Max Keiser of 
the Keiser Report on Russia Today (RT) 
which has been running since 2009. 
Prior to this, Stacy worked as a television 
producer on People and Power and 
Popetown, the latter of which was not 
aired by the BBC for fear of offending 
Roman Catholics.

 Follow Stacy @stacyherbert

MAX KEISER
is an American broadcaster and 
film-maker. He hosts the Keiser Report 
on Russia Today and a weekly show 
about markets and finance on London’s 
Resonance FM. He also writes for The 
Huffington Post. He invented virtual 
specialist technology, a software system 
used by the Hollywood Stock Exchange. 
Prior to this, Max worked on Wall Street 
following his graduation from NYU.

 Follow Max @maxkeiser

STEPHANIE KELTON
Ph.D. is Chief Economist on the U.S. 
Senate Budget Committee. She is on 
leave from her position as Associate 
Professor in the Department of 
Economics at the University of Missouri-
Kansas City. She was the founder and 
editor-in-chief of the top-ranked blog 
New Economic Perspectives and a 
member of the TopWonks network of the 
nation’s best thinkers. Her book, The 
State, The Market and The Euro (2001) 
predicted the debt crisis in the Eurozone,.

 Follow Stephanie @StephanieKelton

STEPHEN KINSELLA
is a lecturer in economics at the 
University of Limerick. He is the author of 
Ireland in 2050: How Will We be Living?; 
Understanding Ireland’s Economic 
Crisis: Prospects for Recovery; Quick Win 
Economics; and Computable Economics. 
Stephen’s research spans the areas of 
computable economics, macroeconomics 
and Irish public policy. He is a research 
fellow at the Geary Institute at University 
College Dublin.

 Follow Stephen @stephenkinsella

SIMON KUPER 
has been working with the Financial 
Times since 1994. He is the author of 
several books including Football Against 
the Enemy (winner of the William Hill 
prize for Sports Book of the Year); Ajax, 
The Dutch, The War: Football in Europe 
During the Second World War and 
Soccernomics, which he co-authored with 
Stefan Szymanski. In 2008, Simon won 
the Manuel Vazquez Montalban prize for 
sports writing.

 Follow Simon @kupersimon

STEVE KEEN
is Professor of Economics, History and 
Politics at Kingston University, London. 
He won the Revere Award from Real 
World Economics Review for being the 
economist “who first and most clearly 
anticipated and gave public warning 
of the Global Financial Collapse and 
whose work is most likely to prevent 
another GFC in the future”. This year 
City AM ranked him as the second most 
influential economist in the UK. 

 Follow Steve @ProfSteveKeen
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JORIS LUYENDJIK
is a London-based journalist and author. 
In 2011 Joris started a long-running 
investigation into the City of London and 
the world of global finance on behalf of 
the Guardian about how bankers can live 
with themselves and whether the crash 
of 2008 was a one-off or something more 
sinister. His book Swimming with Sharks 
about the culture at major banks in the 
City of London. Other books include 
‘Hello Everybody’.

 Follow Joris @JLbankingblog

MARTÍN LOUSTEAU
is a Deputy for the City of Buenos Aires 
in the Argentine Chamber of Deputies. 
He was economy minister from 2007 
to 2008, the youngest in the history 
of Argentina. Prior to this, Martín was 
President of the Bank of the Province of 
Buenos Aires. He is a graduate of the 
London School of Economics and the 
author of Sin Atajos (No Shortcuts) a 
history of Argentina’s economic crises. He 
has also worked as a war correspondent 
in Afghanistan and as a tennis coach.

 Follow Martín @GugaLusto

CORMAC LUCEY
is a chartered accountant who has 
worked in various industrial and 
corporate finance roles in both Ireland 
and Germany. He served as a special 
adviser to Michael McDowell during 
the 2002 to 2007 Government. Cormac 
lectures in finance at UCD, the IMI and 
Chartered Accountants Ireland. He is also 
a frequent commentator or public affairs 
and is a regular columnist with the Irish 
Daily Mail.

 Follow Cormac @cormaclucey

RONAN LYONS
is assistant professor of economics at 
Trinity College, Dublin where his areas 
of research include urban economics, 
housing markets and global economic 
history. Prior to Trinity, he studied at 
Balliol College, Oxford where his doctoral 
thesis covered the economics of Ireland’s 
recent property market bubble and bust.

 Follow Ronan @ronanlyons

TOM LYONS
is the Business Editor and Associate 
Editor of the Sunday Business Post. He 
previously worked with The Irish Times, 
The Sunday Independent and The Sunday 
Times. Tom is a former NNI Business & 
Economics Journalist of the Year and 
co-author of two best selling books on 
Ireland’s financial crisis. 

 Follow Ronan @TomLyonsBiz

PHILIPPE LEGRAIN
was between February 2011 to February 
2014 economic adviser to the President 
of the European Commission and head of 
the team that provides President Barroso 
with strategic policy advice in the Bureau 
of European Policy Advisers. Previously 
a visiting fellow at the LSE’s European 
Institute (2007–10) and a senior fellow 
at the Lisbon Council for Economic 
Competitiveness and Social Renewal 
(2010–11).

 Follow Philippe @plegrain
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NAOISE NUNN
is programme director of Kilkenomics. He 
is also artistic director of the Cat Laughs 
Comedy Festival. He established the 
Leviathan political cabaret, mainly hosted 
by David McWilliams and the MindField 
spoken word arena at Electric Picnic 
which has now been running for ten years. 
Naoise has worked on a number of political 
campaigns and co-authored a book with 
Public Accounts Committee Chairman, John 
McGuinness. He has a degree in politics 
from Queen’s University Belfast.

 Follow Naoise @naoisen

DAVID MCWILLIAMS
is co-founder of Kilkenomics and one of 
Ireland’s leading economic commentators. 
He was one of the very few to accurately 
predict that the boom was a bubble that 
would all end in a monumental crash 
with bank failures, negative equity, rising 
unemployment and emigration. He is an 
economist, broadcaster and bestselling 
author and writes columns for the Sunday 
Business Post and Irish Independent. 
David also runs an daily economic bulletin 
called 360 Macro.

 Follow David @davidmcw

VIKAS NATH
is a Kilkenomics regular. He teaches at 
the Instituto de Empresas, a business 
school in Madrid, Spain. He is also 
the CEO for UK and Europe for the 
Adani Group, an Indian infrastructure 
company. However, he’s mostly worked 
as an emerging markets strategist at 
several investment banks in the City of 
London and New York. He has not written 
any books, nor does he have a sense of 
humour. He gets invited to Kilkenomics 
because of his friendship with David 
McWilliams and their common love for 
Indian food.
 

RICHARD MURPHY
is best known as economic adviser to 
Jeremy Corbyn – the British Labour 
party’s new leader. By trade, he is a 
chartered accountant and a political 
economist. He has been described by the 
Guardian newspaper as an “anti-poverty 
campaigner and tax expert”. 
He is Professor of Practice in 
International Political Economy at City 
University, London.

 Follow Richard @RichardJMurphy

BARRY MURPHY
is co-founder of Apres Match, creator 
of cult TV shows like The End, Couched, 
Soupy Norman and, most recently, the 
critically-acclaimed satirical series, Irish 
Pictorial Weekly. He has appeared at 
every Cat Laughs Comedy Festival since 
1995, the only comedian to have done so.

 Follow Barry @BarryMurphy180

DEARBHAIL MCDONALD 
is Associate Editor and Legal Editor of 
the Irish Independent and a Sunday 
Independent columnist . A global 
Eisenhower Fellow, Dearbhail is also an 
author and broadcaster. She serves on 
the board of Fighting Words, the national 
creative writing centre for children and 
young adults and is a member of the 
External Advisory Board of Maynooth 
University Department of Law.

 Follow Dearbhail @DearbhailDibs
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RORY SUTHERLAND
is widely regarded as one of the most 
creative and influential minds in the 
advertising business, Rory Sutherland is 
executive creative director of Ogilvy UK, part 
of one of the biggest agencies in the world. 
His sharp and witty TED talks on life and 
business have been viewed by millions and 
his Wiki Man column in the Spectator is 
essential reading for anyone with an interest 
on how technology affects us. 

 Follow Rory @rorysutherland

GERARD STEMBRIDGE
is an author, playwright, screenwriter, 
director, broadcaster and co-creator 
of, among many things, the legendary 
Scrap Saturday satirical radio series. 
His most recent book, a satirical novel 
called The Effect of Her, was published 
in the summer of 2013. He was recently 
appointed as Film Artist In Residence 
at UCC.

KARL SPAIN
is probably best known in Ireland for his 
TV series Karl Spain Wants a Woman, 
which was a major success in that, not 
only did he get huge ratings but also 
found himself a woman! He’s performed 
stand-up on television and live all over 
the world - The US, the Middle East, 
Australia and the UK. He regularly does 
corporate gigs and spends all his money 
on sweets and comics. He has also 
performed at every Cat Laughs Comedy 
Festival since 2002.

 Follow Karl @karlkingov 

SHAWNA SCOTT
owns and operates Sex Siopa, Ireland’s first 
health and design focused sex shop. In the 
two years since she started, Shawna has 
won Best ecommerce website in Ireland 
at the Realex Fire Web Awards and has 
been featured in a variety of publications 
including The Sunday Business Post, Stellar, 
Totally Dublin, The Mirror, The Sun, Woman’s 
Way and Irish Country. Shawna also gives 
talks around the country to promote sex-
positivity and encouraging us to open up our 
national dialogue around sex.

 Follow Shawna @sexsiopa

COLM O’REGAN
is a critically-acclaimed stand-up 
comedian, columnist and broadcaster. He 
writes a weekly column for The Cork News 
and has written for The Irish Times and 
BBC Online Magazine. He is a regular 
contributor on Irish radio and on the BBC 
World Service. His stand-up has also 
featured on RTÉ’s Late Late Show and 
Comedy Central. His series of books on 
Irish Mammies has been a huge success  
and his Twitter account @irishmammies 
has more that 100,000 folowers.

DAVID O’DOHERTY
is the stage name of David O’Doherty: 
comedian, writer and 1990 East Leinster 
under 14s triple jump bronze medallist. 
David, winner of the 2008 Edinburgh 
Comedy Award, has been performing 
comedy since 1998 and now tours his 
solo shows all around the world including 
sell-out runs at the Edinburgh festival.

 Follow David @phlaimeaux



CONTRIBUTORS

LINDA YUEH
is Director of the China Growth Centre 
and Fellow in Economics at St Edmund 
Hall, University of Oxford, and Adjunct 
Professor of Economics at the London 
Business School, as well as a Research 
Associate at the London School of 
Economics and Political Science. Dr. 
Yueh is Bloomberg TV’s economics 
editor where she hosts the weekly show, 
Economic Edge.

 Follow Linda @lindayueh 

YANIS VAROUFAKIS
has been professor of economics at the 
Universities of East Anglia, Cambridge, 
Sydney, Glasgow, Athens and Texas. He is 
the author of a number of books, including 
The Global Minotaur: America, Europe and 
the Future of the World Economy. He was 
elected to Greece’s Parliament in January 
2015 and served as Greece’s Finance 
Minister until July 2015. 

 Follow Yanis @yanisvaroufakis

MARTIN WOLF
CBE is Associate Editor and Chief 
Economics Commentator at the Financial 
Times, London. He was placed 15th in 
Foreign Policy’s list of the “Top 100 Global 
Thinkers” in December 2009 and 37th in 
the same list for 2010. His most recent 
publications are Why Globalization Works, 
Fixing Global Finance and The Shifts and 
The Shocks: What we’ve learned – and have 
still to learn – from the financial crisis. 

 Follow Martin @martinwolf_

NASSIM NICHOLAS TALEB
spent 20 years as a derivatives trader/
risk taker before becoming a researcher in 
practical, mathematical, and philosophical 
problems in probability. He is the author 
of a multivolume philosophical essay, 
the Incerto (The Black Swan, Fooled by 
Randomness, and Antifragile). He has also 
published more than 45 scholarly papers in 
statistical physics, statistics, philosophy, 
ethics, economics, international affairs, and 
quantitative finance, all around the notion 
of risk and probability. 

 Follow Nassim @nntaleb

GILLIAN TETT
serves as US managing editor of the 
Financial Times for which she also writes 
weekly columns, covering a range of 
economic, financial, political and social 
issues. Her new book: ‘The Silo Effect: 
The Peril of Expertise and the Promise of 
Breaking Down Barriers’ argues that silos 
are what get in the way of innovation and 
thinking that produces solutions and causes 
sophisticated organisations to make giant 
cock-ups.

 Follow Gillian @gilliantett

DERMOT WHELAN
is a recent winner of a 2015 PPI Radio 
Award and is a highly successful presenter 
and stand-up comedian. He has performed 
live at many comedy festivals including The 
Cat Laughs and the Edinburgh Fringe and 
his Today FM Podcast series called ‘Booze 
Chronicles’ won him a prestigious NYC 
Festivals Radio Award earlier this year. 

 Follow Dermot @DermotTodayFM
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SOCCERNOMICS: 
HOW THE PREMIERSHIP
COULD GO BUST
THURSDAY 05TH NOVEMBER
English football and the Premiership in particular seems so 
often to be a bubble about to burst. Players’ and managers’ 
salaries are in telephone numbers and the gap between the 
economic realities of teams at the top of the table and those 
at the bottom could not be bigger. How can the beautuful 
game sustain itself in the modern era or are we headed for 
an ugly crash? 

Host: David O’Doherty   Contributors: Simon Kuper, 
Martin Lousteau, Mike Driver, Peter Antonioni.

  9.30pm-10.30 (Duration: 60 mins)
  Cleere’s Theatre Bar

  €12/€10 (Regular/Concession)

PITY THE BANKERS: 
POOR LAMBS OF WALL STREET
THURSDAY 05TH NOVEMBER
An alternative look at the people in society we love to hate so 
much: bankers. Inspired by Joris Luyendijk’s hugely revealing 
and entertaining blog on Guardian.com, our panel takes a look 
at the human side of high finance, what it takes to succeed and 
what motivates people to pursue a career in one of the modern 
era’s most despised professions.

Host: Gerard Stembridge   Contributors: Joris Luyendijk, 
Stephanie Kelton, George Cooper.

  9.30pm-10.30 (Duration: 60 mins)
  The Hole in the Wall

  €12 (Regular/Concession)

IS IRELAND ON THE CUSP OF 
A GOLDEN ERA?
THURSDAY 05TH NOVEMBER
Can you feel it? The economy is growing by 5% plus. Most 
commentators now acknowledge that Ireland is experiencing a 
broad-based economic recovery but what sectors of the economy 
are still in danger and what about those sectors of society who 
have yet to experience any improvement in living standards? 
Where is the boom area? Could Ireland be on the cusp of new 
prosperity, a new golden age?

Host: Dermot Whelan   Contributor: Bill Black, Vikas Nath, 
Peter Antonioni, David McWilliams, Max Keiser. 

  6.15pm-7.15 (Duration: 60 mins)
  Ormonde Kilbride 

  €15/€13 (Regular/Concession)

YANIS VAROUFAKIS IN 
CONVERSATION WITH 
DAVID MCWILLIAMS
THURSDAY 05TH NOVEMBER
We are delighted to kick off this year’s festival with one of the 
world’s most talked-about people in the past six months. Hear 
Yanis’s insider account of how he came to be at the helm of 
Greece’s economy; what happened in those six tempestuous 
months; what the ECB did to Greece, how the Germans actually 
behaved and what’s in store for the next small EU country that 
gets into trouble.

Contributor: David McWilliams in conversation with 
Yanis Varoufakis.

  7.45pm-9.00 (Duration: 75 mins)
  St. Canice’s Cathedral

  SOLD OUT



IRISH WATER AND OTHER 
FIASCOS: 
WHY SHOULD PUBLIC UTILITIES 
BE PRIVATISED?
FRIDAY 06TH NOVEMBER
Margaret Thatcher loved to privatise. She had an almost-
religious belief that private enterprise is always more efficient. 
Ireland privatisers haven’t the balls to say it, but this is what 
they are up to!.Irish water is now being fattened up by you for 
the sale, why is this? Does it make sense? Should governments 
be running water companies? Is this the end or just the start?

Host: Dermot Whelan   Contributors: Cormac Lucey,
Bill Black, Constantin Gurdgieve, Stephen Kinsella.

  6.00pm-7.15 (Duration: 75 mins)
  The Hole in the Wall 

  SOLD OUT

THE ECONOMICS OF RADICAL 
POLITICS FROM KANYE TO 
CORBYN; TRUMP TO LE PEN
FRIDAY 06TH NOVEMBER
Are we at the tipping point? Everywhere, maverick politicians 
are emerging to outflank the jaded centre ground? What 
economic ideas are out there for these new politicians? How 
can they move to creating jobs and wealth in a fairer way, who’s 
behind them and how can they work? What would you do if you 
were their advisor?

Host: Gerard Stembridge   Contributors: Richard Murphy, 
Diane Coyle, Stephanie Kelton, Liam Halligan.

  6.00pm-7.15 (Duration: 75 mins)
  Ormonde Kilbride

  €12/€10 (Regular/Concession) 

EXODUS: 
HOW THE MASS MOVEMENT 
OF PEOPLE WILL CHANGE 
EVERYTHING YOU KNOW 
FRIDAY 06TH NOVEMBER
Are we at the tipping point? Everywhere, maverick politicians 
are emerging to outflank the jaded centre ground? What 
economic ideas are out there for these new politicians? How 
can they move to creating jobs and wealth in a fairer way, who’s 
behind them and how can they work? What would you do if you 
were their advisor?

Host: David McWilliams   Contributors: Martin Lousteau, 
Heiner Flassbeck, Vikas Nath, Max Keiser.

  7.45pm-9.00 (Duration: 75 mins)
  The Set Theatre

  €18/€16 (Regular/Concession)

GERMANY, THE EURO AND THE 
POLITICS OF DEBT. 
WHAT’S NEXT? 
FRIDAY 06TH NOVEMBER
2015 was the year that Germany stood up and said: “I’m the 
boss”. As the Greek debt crisis unfolded, Germany appeared to 
bulldoze over the rest of Europe, co-opting the “mini-Germans” 
in Eastern Europe to crush the Greeks. Angela Merkel then went 
on on a solo run on the refugee crisis and forced Europe to 
accept refugees to assuage German guilt? Has Germany got a 
plan? If so, what is it?    

Host: Colm O’Regan   Contributors: Martin Wolf, 
George Cooper, Steve Keen, Stephanie Kelton.

  8.00pm-9.15 (Duration: 75 mins)
  Ormonde Kilbride

  €18/€16 (Regular/Concession)

EVENTS
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05TH NOV

IS IRELAND ON THE CUSP OF 
A GOLDEN ERA? 

6.15pm  €15/€13  (60 mins)

YANIS VAROUFAKIS IN 
CONVERSATION WITH DAVID 

MCWILLIAMS
7.45pm  SOLD OUT  (75 mins)

SOCCERNOMICS: HOW 
THE PREMIERSHIP COULD 

GO BUST 
9.30pm  €12/€10  (60 mins)

PITY THE BANKERS: POOR 
LAMBS OF WALL STREET 
9.30pm  €12/€10  (60 mins)

KILKENOMICS BRUNCH
11.30am  €20/€18

 (includes brunch)  (75 mins) 
   

THE SILK ROAD UNRAVELS: WHAT’S AT 
STAKE IN THE MIDDLE EAST?

3pm   SOLD OUT  (75 mins) 
   

IRISH WATER AND OTHER FIASCOS: 
WHY SHOULD PUBLIC UTILITIES BE 

PRIVATISED?
6pm  SOLD OUT  (75 mins)

EXODUS: HOW THE MASS MOVEMENT 
OF PEOPLE WILL CHANGE 
EVERYTHING YOU KNOW
7.45pm  €18/€16  (75 mins)

WINNER TAKES ALL: WHY THE 
RICH ARE GETTING RICHER AND 

YOU ARE LEFT BEHIND.
9.45pm  €20/€18  (75 mins)

GERMANY, THE EURO AND THE 
POLITICS OF DEBT. WHAT’S NEXT?

8pm  €18/€16  (75 mins)

MERGERS AND ACQUISITIONS: THE 
ECONOMICS OF MARRIAGE

8pm  €12/€10  (75 mins)

NEW LIFE, NEW BLOOD: 
THE ECONOMICS OF 

MODERN IMMIGRATION
7.30pm  €15/€13  (75 mins)

IRELAND: THE BEST LITTLE 
DEMOCRACY THAT MONEY CAN BUY

7.45pm  €20/€18  (75 mins)

BRITAIN’S DIFFICULTY, IRELAND’S 
OPPORTUNITY: WHAT HAPPENS IF 

THE UK LEAVES THE EU?
9.30pm  €20/€18  (75 mins)

NASSIM NICHOLAS TALEB
7.45pm  €20/€18  (75 mins)

THE BORN CONSPIRACY: THE 
ECONOMICS OF FAMILIES 

AND BABIES
4.15pm  €15/€13  (75 mins)

HIPSTERNOMICS: THE REAL 
ECONOMICS OF THE ARTISAN, 

THE BESPOKE AND THE ORGANIC
2.15pm  €12/€10  (60 mins)

READ THE F**KING SMALL 
PRINT: HOW PENSION 
FUNDS RIP YOU OFF

7.45pm  €12/€10  (60 mins)

THE ECONOMICS OF SEX
9.15pm  €12/€10  (60 mins)

GILLIAN TETT IN 
CONVERSATION WITH
DAVID MCWILLIAMS
6pm  €15/€13  (60 mins)

THE ECONOMICS OF RADICAL 
POLITICS, FROM KANYE TO CORBYN, 

TRUMP TO LE PEN.
6pm  €12/€10  (75 mins)

DOES MONEY REALLY MAKE 
YOU HAPPY: HOW MUCH IS 

ENOUGH?
5pm  €12/10  (60 mins)

IS OBAMA’S ECONOMIC LEGACY 
DONALD TRUMP?

6pm  €12/€10 (75 mins)

JARGON-BUSTING 
RETURNS: THIS TIME IT’S 

INTERPERSONAL
9.45pm  €15/€13  (60 mins) 

CAPITALISM v CLIMATE: 
ARMAGEDDON, DEPRESSION 

OR SWEET HARMONY?
4.30pm  €15/€13  (60 mins) 

THE GREAT FALL OF CHINA: 
WHAT IT MEANS FOR US ALL

4.30pm  €15/€13  (60 mins) 

MADMAN: 
RORY SUTHERLAND 

6pm  €20/€18  (75 mins) 

2020 VISION: THE WORLD IN THE 
NEXT FIVE YEARS

6.30pm  €15/€13  (75 mins) 

THE ECONOMICS OF JOURNALISM 
AND THE MEDIA

9.30pm  €15/€13  (75 mins) 

I WASN’T ALWAYS LIKE THIS 
YOU KNOW

11.30am  SOLD OUT  (60 mins)

RAYMOND CROTTY INTERVIEW: 
MARTIN WOLF IN CONVERSATION 

WITH DAVID MCWILLIAMS
12.45pm  SOLD OUT  (60 mins) 

DEATH OF THE MIDDLEMAN: 
HOW TECH IS TURNING THE 

WORLD UPSIDE DOWN
12.45pm  €15/€13  (60 mins) 

THE JOY OF TAX: JEREMY 
CORBYN’S ECOMOMIC 
ADVISER REVEALS ALL
3pm  SOLD OUT  (60 mins) 

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR IN 
2016: SMART INVESTMENTS

4pm  €12/€10  (60 mins)

WHAT’S UP DOWN UNDER? 
THE FUTURE FOR AUSTRALIA

1.30pm  €15/€13  (60 mins) 

DEBUNKING ECONOMICS: 
STEVE KEEN TELLS SOME 

HOME TRUTHS
1.30pm   SOLD OUT   (60 mins) 

THE ECONOMICS OF FOOD
2.30pm  €12/€10  (60 mins) 

PADDY CULLIVAN’S 
‘SOLUTIONISM’

1.30pm  €12/€10  (60 mins) 

CUBA LIBRE: IS IT ALL OVER 
FOR LA REVOLUCION?

3.15pm  €12/€10  (60 mins) 

1916: THE BIGGEST 
ECONOMIC DISASTER TO 
EVER HAPPEN IRELAND
4.45pm  €12/€10  (60 mins)

QUIRKONOMICS: ODDITIES THAT 
SHOULDN’T MAKE SENSE, BUT DO

8pm  €12/€10  (60 mins) 

ECONOMICS ON TRIAL
2pm  SOLD OUT  (75 mins) 

BOOKING INFORMATION: Box Office: 14 John St., Kilkenny. Tel: 056 776 3837  WWW.KILKENOMICS.COM PLANNER

BREWERY CORNER
THE ECONOMICS OF CRAFT BREWING: 

CRAFT VERSUS CRAFTY

WITH KARL SPAIN

SAT 7.30pm  (60 mins)

(FREE EVENT)



BOOKING INFORMATION: Box Office: 14 John St., Kilkenny. Tel: 056 776 3837  WWW.KILKENOMICS.COM

MERGERS AND ACQUISITIONS:  
THE ECONOMICS OF MARRIAGE
FRIDAY 06TH NOVEMBER
When people get married and have children, they are doing far 
more than expressing their love and commitment to one another: 
they are manufacturing the building blocks of society and 
producing consumers to fuel the economy. What happens when 
this breaks down and could Ireland’s new marriage equality law 
affect the economy?

Host: Gerard Stembridge    Contributors: June Carbone, 
Stephen Kinsella, Diane Coyle, Louise Cooper.

  8.00pm-9.15 (Duration: 75 mins)
  Cleere’s Theatre Bar

  €12/€10 (Regular/Concession)

JARGON-BUSTING RETURNS:  
THIS TIME IT’S INTERPERSONAL 
FRIDAY 06TH NOVEMBER
Kilkenomics’ original game show returns with a new batch of 
baffling and confounding economic and financial words and 
phrases designed to bemuse, amuse and enthuse. Economists 
and comedians attempt to outdo one another in demystifying 
the language of the dismal art.

Host: Karl Spain   Contributors: Colm O’Regan, Dermot Whelan, 
Peter Antonioni, Bill Black.

  9.45pm-10.45 (Duration: 60 mins)
  Cleere’s Theatre Bar

  €15/€13 (Regular/Concession)

WINNER TAKES ALL:  
WHY THE RICH ARE GETTING 
RICHER AND YOU ARE 
LEFT BEHIND 
FRIDAY 06TH NOVEMBER
In Ireland, the top 0.02% made more last years that the rest 
of the 4.8 million who live here! The gap between the wealth 
held and income earned by the richest in society and the rest 
of us never been greater. Why are the rich getting richer? What 
happens social mobility? How can the world be made a fairer 
place or is inequality just an inevitable and even essential part 
of capitalism? 

Host: David McWilliam   Contributors: Martin Wolf, Vikas Nath, 
Joris Luyendjik, Stacy Herbert.

  9.45pm-11.00 (Duration: 75 mins)
  The Set Theatre

  €20/€18 (Regular/Concession)

I WASN’T ALWAYS LIKE THIS 
YOU KNOW  
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
We’ve invited three of our intriguing Kilkenomics contributors 
to talk to Dermot Whelan about their lives before they were 
consumed by the dismal science. What about past lives and 
jobs? What interesting extra-curricular activities did they get 
up? What are their loves and hates and what defines them other 
than economics? 

Host: Dermot Whelan   Contributors: Max Keiser, 
Constantin Gurdgiev, Louise Cooper.

  11.30am-12.30pm (Duration: 60 mins)
  The Hole in the Wall

  SOLD OUT



EVENTS

RAYMOND CROTTY INTERVIEW: 
MARTIN WOLF 
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
Martin Wolf is widely regarded as one of the world’s most 
respected economic writers. He is Associate Editor and Chief 
Economics Commentator at the Financial Times and.was placed 
15th in Foreign Policy’s list of the “Top 100 Global Thinkers” In 
2013 he won the Overseas Press Club of America’s prize for 
“best commentary on international news in any medium”.  
Do not miss this unique opportunity to hear the insights into 
Irish, European and global economics from one of the best 
economic minds of his or any other generation.

Contributor: David McWilliams in conversation with Martin Wolf. 

  12.45pm-1.45 (Duration: 60 mins)
  The Set Theatre

  SOLD OUT

DEATH OF THE MIDDLEMAN: 
FROM AIRBNB TO UBER; 
BITCOIN TO ROBOTICS: 
HOW TECH IS TURNING THE 
WORLD UPSIDE DOWN   
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
One of the buzz-words of the moment is “disruption”: how new 
technology, principally in smart phone apps, is cutting out the 
middle-man in so many of our daily tasks. Global brands like 
Airbnb and Uber have changes the way we both provide and use 
services like accommodation and transport. But is it all win-win 
or are the downsides we haven’t even thought of yet in our rush 
to the shiny new future? 

Host: Gerard Stembridge    Contributors: Diane Coyle,
Rory Sutherland, Nassim Taleb. 

  12.45pm-1.45 (Duration: 60 mins)
  Ormonde Kilbride

  €15/€13 (Regular/Concession)

WHAT’S UP DOWN UNDER? 
THE FUTURE FOR AUSTRALIA
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
Australia has a brand new prime minister from the same old 
party and the economy is showing signs that will be alarmingly 
familiar to those we saw in the USA and Ireland in 2006 just 
before the big crash. The country is particularly exposed to 
slowing growth in China and South East Asia so will it buck the 
trend and rebound or could it end up as an IMF client in the not 
too distant future?

Host: Kevin Gildea    Contributors: Steve Keen, Linda Yueh. 

  1.30pm-2.30 (Duration: 60 mins)
  Cleere’s Theatre Bar

  €15/€13 (Regular/Concession)

ECONOMICS ON TRIAL   
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
We’ve comandeered Kilkenny’s imposing courthouse for a very 
special sitting of the Kilkenomics Court where economics itself 
will be on trial! Draw near and hear witnesses for the defence 
and prosecution cross-examined on a range of heinous crimes 
against humanity perpetrated in the name of “prudence”, 
“sound economic managerment” and, of course “austerity”! 

Host: Colm O’Regan   Contributors: Karl Spain, Dermot Whelan,
Martin Lousteau, Stephanie Kelton, Bill Black, 
Constantin Gurdgiev, Heiner Flassbeck. 

  2.00pm-3.15 (Duration: 75 mins)
  Kilkenny Court House

  SOLD OUT



BOOKING INFORMATION: Box Office: 14 John St., Kilkenny. Tel: 056 776 3837  WWW.KILKENOMICS.COM

HIPSTERNOMICS: 
THE REAL ECONOMICS OF THE 
ARTISAN, THE BESPOKE AND 
THE ORGANIC
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
We’re all familiar with the much-maligned hipsters and their 
man-buns, fixed-gear bicycles and vintage clothes but what 
are real economic forces at work behind these seemingly 
free-thinking free spirits? Are products marketed as “artisan”, 
“bespoke” and “organic” the genuine article representing a 
new, more ethical, way of consuming or just a marketing wheeze 
whose time will come and go? 

Host: Naoise Nunn   Contributors: Rory Sutherland,
Gillian Tett, Stephen Kinsella. 

  2.15pm-3.15 (Duration: 60 mins)
  The Set Theatre

  €12/€10 (Regular/Concession)

THE JOY OF TAX: 
JEREMY CORBYN’S ECONOMIC 
ADVISER REVEALS ALL  
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
Without a solid tax base, you can’t have a solid economy. We 
should all know this in Ireland because when property collapsed 
so too did our tax base. Richard Murphy, the mastermind of 
new UK Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn’s economic plan, explains 
how they aim to provide Britain with a real, authentic left-wing 
alternative to the establishment on society and economics with 
a radical take on taxation. But what about the fact that no one 
likes paying it, and too much tax definitely strangles initiative. 
How are they going to square that one? 

Host: Gerard Stembridge   Contributors: Richard Murphy.

  3pm-4 (Duration: 60 mins)
  Cleere’s Theatre Bar

  SOLD OUT

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 
IN 2016: 
SMART INVESTMENT
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
Bricks and mortar, gold, tech stocks, Bitcoin, commodities, 
lottery tickets, savings or the good old-fashioned mattress! 
Where is the best place to put your money, where is it safest and 
what are the upsides and downsides that lie ahead for investors 
over the next 12 months? Our expert panel discusses the issues.  

Host: David McWilliams   Contributors: Mike Driver,
Max Keiser, Vikas Nath, Louise Cooper. 

  4pm-5 (Duration: 60 mins)
  Ormonde Kilbride

  €12/€10 (Regular/Concession)

CAPITALISM v CLIMATE: 
ARMAGEDDON, DEPRESSION 
OR SWEET HARMONY?  
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
The effects of climate change become more pronounced with 
each passing season and are seen to be as far-reaching as one 
of the root causes of the Syrian war and resulting refugee crisis. 
Our panel explores whether capitalism itself is incapable of 
adapting to avoid the impeding climate armageddon, if the cost 
of stopping climate change is global depression or if there is a 
happy medium to be found.

Host: Kevin Gildea   Contributors: Stephanie Kelton, 
George Cooper, Larry Elliott, Constatin Gurdgiev.

  4.30pm-5.30 (Duration: 60 mins)
  Cleere’s Theatre Bar

  €15/€13 (Regular/Concession)



EVENTS

THE BORN CONSPIRACY: 
THE ECONOMICS OF FAMILIES 
AND BABIES 
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
If you’ve ever had kids, this is for you! There’s an urban myth 
that claims supermarket chains now have customer loyalty 
programmes so sophisticated they can predict when a female 
customer is pregnant before she knows herself based on her 
purchasing patterns. Myths aside, the business of babies is 
booming and parents are so much the unwitting targets of 
marketers’ longterm strategies for brands from drugs to formula 
to nappies. Just how much free will do our newborns have from 
cradle to grave and how much are we mere units in the grand 
sales curve of life?

Contributor: Colm O’Regan    Contributors: June Carbone,
Joris Luyenddijk, Richard Murphy.

  4.15pm-5.30 (Duration: 75 mins)
  The Hole in the Wall

  €15/€13 (Regular/Concession)

THE GREAT FALL OF CHINA: 
WHAT IT MEANS FOR US ALL  
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
By different measures, China’s economy is either the largest or 
second largest economy in the world. Since initiating market 
reforms in 1978, it has shifted from a centrally planned to a 
market based economy and had experienced rapid economic 
and social development and GDP growth averaging about 10% 
per annum. But growth has slowed and the Shanghai stock 
exchange is down 40% since June alone. What lies in store for 
China and what does it mean for the rest of the world? 

Host: Des Bishop    Contributor: Linda Yueh. 

  4.30pm-5.30 (Duration: 60 mins)
  The Set Theatre

  €15/€13 (Regular/Concession)

DOES MONEY REALLY MAKE 
YOU HAPPY: 
HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH?
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
Is your wealth really your health? At what point in history did 
humans feel the need to store and accumulate things of value 
and why did they? What are the psychological and social 
implications of following the money? Is our happiness related 
to how much money we have or is it the enterprise that earns 
that money that is more important. And just exactly how much 
is enough?

Contributor: Dermot Whelan   Contributors: Martin Lousteau,
Simon Kuper, Diane Coyle, Joris Luyenddijk, Mike Driver.

  5pm-6 (Duration: 60 mins)
  Pembroke Hotel

  €12/€10 (Regular/Concession)

IS OBAMA’S ECONOMIC LEGACY 
DONALD TRUMP? 
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
As the US Presidential Election campaign gets ever weirder, 
even Paul Krugman has said Trump is right on the US ecomony! 
Obama’s presidency has increased employment, established 
affordable healthcare for millions and steadied the economy but 
income inequality has grown and working class Americans are 
delighting in Trump’s new political incorrectness which blames 
immigrants for their woes. This is hardly the legacy Obama 
has fought so hard for? But it is the legacy! Does the political 
correct lead to its apotheosis? 

Host: Noaise Nunn   Contributors: Stephanie Kelton,
Bill Black, Max Keiser, Vikas Nath, June Carbone. 

  6pm-7 (Duration: 60 mins)
  Cleere’s Theatre Bar

  €12/€10 (Regular/Concession)



BOOKING INFORMATION: Box Office: 14 John St., Kilkenny. Tel: 056 776 3837  WWW.KILKENOMICS.COM

MADMAN: 
RORY SUTHERLAND - ONE OF 
THE WORLD’S TOP ADMEN GETS 
INSIDE YOUR HEAD  
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
He’s widely regarded as one of the most creative and influential 
minds in the advertising business, Rory Sutherland is executive 
creative director of Ogilvy UK, part of one of the biggest 
agencies in the world - but that’s not what makes him special. 
What makes him special is that eh thinks differently. His sharp 
and witty TED talks have viewed by millions and his Wiki Man 
column in the Spectator is essential reading but now you can 
hear him live. Don’t miss this. 

Host: Rory Sutherland.

  6pm-7.15 (Duration: 75 mins)
  Ormonde Kilbride

  €20/€18 (Regular/Concession)

GILLIAN TETT IN CONVERSATION 
WITH DAVID MCWILLIAMS
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
Gillian Tett serves as US managing editor of the Financial Times 
for which she also writes weekly columns, covering a range 
of economic, financial, political and social issues. Her new 
book: ‘The Silo Effect: The Peril of Expertise and the Promise of 
Breaking Down Barriers’ argues that silos are what get in the 
way of innovation and thinking that produces solutions and 
causes sophisticated organisations to make giant cock-ups. See 
Gillian talk about the book and much more in this fascinating 
one-on-one interview. 

Host: David McWilliams in conversation with Gillian Tett. 

  6pm-7 (Duration: 60 mins)
  The Set Theatre

  €15/€13 (Regular/Concession)

THE ECONOMICS OF CRAFT 
BREWING: CRAFT VERSUS 
CRAFTY
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
 The boom in craft brewing and the consumption of craft beer 
has been dramatic over the past 5 years in which there’s been 
a flood of new entrants, including beers sneakily positioned in 
the “craft” space by the major multinational breweries. This is 
leading to confusion that could tarnish the image of genuine 
craft beer. Karl Spain helps a panel of craft brewers and beer 
fans tease out the issues. 

Host: Karl Spain.   

  7.30pm-8.30 (Duration: 60 mins)
  Brewery Corner

  FREE

NEW LIFE, NEW BLOOD: 
THE ECONOMICS OF MODERN 
IMMIGRATION 
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
What do Steve Jobs, Eamon De Valera, Adolf Hitler, Mahatma 
Gandhi, Mustafa Pasha and Des Bishop all have in common? 
The were all immigrants, outsiders or the sons of immigrants. 
As Europe prepares for lots more immigrants, refugees and 
people looking for a new life, we ask why are immigrants so 
dynamic, how many is enough and, beyond economics, is 
culture, European and Irish culture, threatened or enhanced 
by immigrants. 

Host: Des Bishop   Contributors: Philippe Legrain, 
Heiner Flassbeck, Linda Yueh, Louise Cooper. 

  7.30pm-8.45 (Duration: 75 mins)
  The Hole in the Wall

  €15/€13 (Regular/Concession)



EVENTS

IRELAND: 
THE BEST LITTLE DEMOCRACY 
THAT MONEY CAN BUY  
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
As Ireland prepares to go to the polls in a general election 
between now and next spring, the Government is preparing 
itself to pull off that most elusive political trick: conjuring up 
a budget and capital spending plan that it hopes will bring it 
back to power without it looking that that’s what they’re doing! 
Our panel examines the detail to see who’s being bought off
by whom. 

Host: Kevin Gildea    Contributors: Cormac Lucey, Tom Lyons,
Constantin Gurdgiev, Stephen Kinsella, Dearbhail McDonald.

  7.45pm-9 (Duration: 75 mins)
  The Set Theatre

  €20/€18 (Regular/Concession)

NASSIM TALEB
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
Currently Distinguished Professor of Risk Engineering at NYU’s 
School of Engineering, Nassim is the author of a multivolume 
philosophical essay, the Incerto (The Black Swan, Fooled 
by Randomness, and Antifragile) covering broad facets of 
uncertainty. It has been translated into 36 languages. He 
has also published, as a backup of the Incerto, more than 45 
scholarly papers in statistical physics, statistics, philosophy, 
ethics, economics, international affairs, and quantitative 
finance, all around the notion of risk and probability. Do not 
miss this unique mind-expandning event.

Host: Gerard Stembridge in conversation with Nassim Taleb.

  7.45pm-9.00 (Duration: 75 mins)
  St. Canice’s Cathedral

  €20/€18 (Regular/Concession)

READ THE F**KING SMALL 
PRINT:
HOW PENSION FUNDS
RIP YOU OFF 
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
Did you know that huge swathes of Ireland are owned by 
private equity funds. who the hell are these people and 
how do they make their cash? Surely there’s something very 
rotten when fund managers can lose billions of people’s 
hard-earned life savings and pensions and yet still walk 
away with double-digit commissions on those funds? How 
do private equity funds work, who runs them, what drives 
them and what do we need to look out for when someone’s 
asking us to trust them with your money? Our experts will 
guide you through this quagmire. 

Host: Colm O’Regan   Contributors: Gillian Tett,
George Cooper, Bill Black, Mike Driver, Megan Greene. 

  7.45pm-8.45 (Duration: 60 mins)
  Cleere’s Theatre Bar

  €12/€10 (Regular/Concession)

THE ECONOMICS OF SEX 
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
 Ever wondered how much we’re paying for an orgasm 
today? Or why criminalised sex work is like a banking 
crisis? Or even how much good quality sex education can 
return for a country? Then come along as Sex Siopa owner 
Shawna Scott and economist Peter Antonioni talk the 
dirty talk about the numbers and stories about the world’s 
favourite leisure activity. 

Contributors: Shawna Scott, Peter Antonioni.

 
 9.15pm-10.15 (Duration: 60 mins)

  Cleere’s Theatre Bar

  €12/€10 (Regular/Concession)



BOOKING INFORMATION: Box Office: 14 John St., Kilkenny. Tel: 056 776 3837  WWW.KILKENOMICS.COM

THE ECONOMICS OF 
JOURNALISM AND THE MEDIA  
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
Why will billionaires go to such lengths to own and control 
media? Even as the Internet renders newsprint obsolete, the 
world’s oligarchs vie for control over the newspapers and 
broadcasters for which we rely on our information. Is our 
mainstream media biased and rigged and how do those outlets 
influence what we think and do? Is the consolidation of media a 
bad deal for consumers and, more importantly, citizens and how 
can governments regulate for this? 

Host: Colm O’Regan   Contributors: Larry Elliott, 
Caroline Daniel, Dearbhail McDonald, Simon Kuper.

  9.30pm-10.45 (Duration: 75 mins)
  Pembroke Hotel

  €15/€13 (Regular/Concession)

BRITAIN’S DIFFICULTY, 
IRELAND’S OPPORTUNITY: 
WHAT HAPPENS IF THE UK 
LEAVES THE EU?
SATURDAY 07TH NOVEMBER
The UK is about to hold a referendum which will change Britain 
forever. Will it remain in the EU? If the decision is Out, the Scots 
will march and this presents Ireland with a host of threats and 
opportunities for our economy and society. Should we follow the 
Brits out and join them in a new free trade area? Should we 
instead look to annex the financial institutions of City of London 
into the IFSC? More importantly, what happens to Northern 
Ireland is Britain breaks up after the EU vote. Would you pay for 
the 6 countries?

Host: Des Bishop   Contributors: Liam Halligan, Louise Cooper,
Cormac Lucey, Heiner Flassbeck, Richard Murphy, Bill Black. 

  9.30pm-10.45 (Duration: 75 mins)
  The Set Theatre

  €20/€18 (Regular/Concession)

KILKENOMICS BRUNCH  
SUNDAY 08TH NOVEMBER
Our fastest-selling show every year, the Kilkenomics Brunch 
returns with a light-hearted and optimistic look at the Sunday 
newspapers in the company of some of the festival’s brightest 
and liveliest contributors. Expect a hearty breakfast, big hearts 
and big laughs as we cruise into the end of the weekend.

Host: Barry Murphy   Contributors: Caroline Daniel, 
Martin Lousteau, Rory Sutherland, Bill Black, Karl Spain, 
Dearbhail McDonald, Larry Elliott, Constantin Gurdgiev.

  11.30am-12.45 (Duration: 75 mins)
  Ormonde Kings

  €20/€18 (Regular/Concession)

THE ECONOMICS OF FOOD 
SUNDAY 08TH NOVEMBER
Food is the new TV star. It’s the new celebrity. But how much do 
we really know about the nation’s food supply? What decisions 
are being made about your food without your knowledge? As 
secret negotiations continue on TTIP, the Trans-Atlantic Trade 
& Investment Partnership, what other food secrets are hiding 
behind food production in the so-called Food Island? From 
clever labelling hiding scary ingredients; the myths of chemical 
farming; to perinatal malnutrition and the dangers of calorie 
counting, what’s really going into your gob and what are the 
hidden costs?

Contributor: Colm O’Regan   Contributors Ross Golden-Bannon, 
Georgina Campbell, Rod Calder-Potts, Philippe Legrain.

  2.30pm-3.30 (Duration: 60 mins)
  Pembroke Hotel

  €12/€10 (Regular/Concession)



EVENTS

CUBA LIBRE: 
IS IT ALL OVER FOR 
LA REVOLUCION? 
SUNDAY 08TH NOVEMBER
Cuba has to choose who is it next sugar Daddy, Russia, China 
or Uncle Sam? What about us, Europeans? We love to love Cuba 
but will we pay? Its big backer Venezuela is mortgaged to China, 
does Russia really care and what will it look like if the Yanks 
take over, a fat, golf-cart Florida with real beaches, salsa and 
sex or Cancun with Commies?  

Host: Des Bishop   Contributors: Martin Lousteau,
Peter Antonioni, June Carbone, Max Keiser.

  3.15pm-4.15 (Duration: 60 mins)
  The Hole in the Wall

  €12/€10 (Regular/Concession)

DEBUNKING ECONOMICS: 
STEVE KEEN TELLS SOME 
HOME TRUTHS 
SUNDAY 08TH NOVEMBER
Debunking Economics explains why economists think the way 
they do, and points out the flaws in their thinking which they 
either don’t realise, don’t appreciate, or just plain ignore. Steve 
Keen’s books and his website debunkingeconomics.com are a 
breath of fresh air in the world of economics, blasting away the 
hot air and telling it like it is. Don’t miss this opportunity to see 
the scourge of economists from Down Under live and in person!

Host: Kevin Gildea in conversation with Steve Keen.

  1.30pm-2.30 (Duration: 60 mins)
  The Hole in the Wall

  SOLD OUT

PADDY CULLIVAN’S 
‘SOLUTIONISM’ 
SUNDAY 08TH NOVEMBER
With a year to go until the next Irish general election and the 
100th Anniversary of the 1916 Rising, Paddy brings you a 
pointedly hilarious take on the state of Ireland and the world in 
2015, using imagery, satire, historical and aesthetic insight and 
the odd song. As we ‘Turn the Corner’ and the great ‘isms’ of the 
world gear up again to work their repeatedly failed magic on our 
lives, Paddy offers a ‘third way’ - ‘Solutionism’, picking through 
the faults of the inequitable mire Ireland has become, and 
offering solutions that will make it the paradise we all know it 
could and should be. Just leave your ideological preconceptions 
at the door because Paddy is neither Left-wing or Right-wing - 
he’s just Right

Host: Paddy Cullivan.

  1.30pm-2.30 (Duration: 60 mins)
  Cleere’s Theatre Bar

  €12/€10 (Regular/Concession)

THE SILK ROAD UNRAVELS: 
WHAT’S AT STAKE IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST? 
SUNDAY 08TH NOVEMBER
Inspired by Peter Frankopan’s new book: The Silk Roads: A 
New History of the World; this panel takes a look at a major 
reassessment of world history which looks to the east rather 
than the west. As ethnic, sectarian and geopolitical conflict 
convulses the Middle East, it becomes clear that this new 
shifting frontier is, in fact, the real and historic centre of the 
world of trade, commerce, commodities and culture. What will 
become of central Asia and what does it mean for the rest of 
the world?

Host: David McWilliams   Contributors: Peter Frankopan,
Nassim Taleb, Vikas Nath, Bill Black. 

  3pm-4.15 (Duration: 75 mins)
  Cleere’s Theatre Bar

  SOLD OUT



BOOKING INFORMATION: Box Office: 14 John St., Kilkenny. Tel: 056 776 3837  WWW.KILKENOMICS.COM

1916: 
THE BIGGEST ECONOMIC 
DISASTER TO EVER HAPPEN 
IRELAND?  
SUNDAY 08TH NOVEMBER
The Economic Illiteracy of 1916 – Was Independence the biggest 
economic disaster to ever befall this country? After 1916 
everything went into decline - incomes, wages, infant mortality, 
educational achievement, emigration, social mobility, rates of 
interest went up, capital fled, in short this was the economic 
equivalent of being taken over by the Taliban. 
What is there to celebrate? 

Host: Des Bishop    Contributors: David McWilliams, 
Cormac Lucey, Ronan Lyons, Dearbhail McDonald, Tom Lyons.

  4.45pm-5.45 (Duration: 60 mins)
  The Set Theatre

  €12/€10 (Regular/Concession)

2020 VISION: 
THE WORLD IN THE NEXT 
FIVE YEARS
SUNDAY 08TH NOVEMBER
If a week is a long time in politics, five years is a lifetime in 
economics. Depressions, recessions and booms come and 
go; weather and climate change cause spikes in commodity 
prices; stock markets crash and rally for no apparent reason; 
and geopolitics sparks wars, mass migrations of people and 
radical trade deals. So who can tell where the Irish economy 
or the global economy will be in five years’ time? Economists, 
that’s who! We’ve assembled the very best of our economic 
soothsayers to put their reputations on the line and tell us 
what lies ahead.

Host: Colm O’Regan   Contributors: Martín Lousteau,
Nassim Taleb, Stephanie Kelton, Larry Elliott, Peter Frankopan. 

  6.30pm-7.45 (Duration: 75 mins)
  Watergate Theatre

  €15/€13 (Regular/Concession)

QUIRKONOMICS: 
ODDITIES THAT SHOULDN’T 
MAKE SENSE, BUT DO  
SUNDAY 08TH NOVEMBER
Economics theory mostly assumes that human beings are 
rational creatures who will make choices based on reason. The 
reality is quite different as the field of behavioural economics 
shows. Our economic experts examine unusual and surprising 
economic concepts like the Tragedy of the Commons, the 
Paradox of Value, Lipstick Theory, the Cobra Effect and the 
Samaritan’s Dilemma that will make you change how you think 
about your own behaviour!

Host: Karl Spain   Contributors: Peter Antonioni, Steve Keen, 
Bill Black.

  8pm-9 (Duration: 60 mins)
  The Hole in the Wall

  €12/€10 (Regular/Concession)



Read beyond the expected 
FT Weekend brings art and culture to life through intelligent and  
thought provoking coverage. From celebrated book, wine and food  
reviews to an intelligent look at global travel, style and property  
– there is something to delight and inspire all of our readers.

Subscribe at ft.com/weekendsub
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